THE UNITED KINGDOM
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1. Read the first paragraph and complete the box. Прочитайте первый абзац текста и заполните таблицу.
	THE UNITED KINGDOM
	England
	
	GREAT BRITAIN

	
	
	Cardiff
	

	
	Scotland
	
	

	
	
	Belfast
	XXXXXXXXXXXXXX


2. Read the second paragraph and answer the questions. Прочитайте Второй абзац текста и ответьте на вопросы:
1.When was Great Britain founded?________________________________________________

2.Which three kingdoms were in it? When did Ireland join the Union? ____________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Why did Ireland become independent? ____________________________________________

How did the name of the Union change? ____________________________________________
3. Fill in necessary information in the text. Заполните недостающую информацию в тексте по смыслу.
4. Translate the text into Russian. Переведите текст (письменно) на русский язык.
The name

The official name of the UK is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. People usually call it the United Kingdom or just the UK. Some people call it Great Britain but it is wrong because Great Britain is only a part of the UK. The UK consists of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast. Great Britain includes only England, Scotland and Wales. London is at the same time the capital of all the UK.

The rise of the United Kingdom
In 1536 Wales was officially united with England. In 1707 Scotland was united with England. They became one kingdom with one parliament. It was called Kingdom of Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales). In 1801 the Irish Parliament voted to join the Union. The Kingdom of Great Britain became the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. In Ireland there were religious problems. There were conflicts between the Catholics and the Protestants who lived in the north. The Catholics wanted to have their own country.  In the 1920’s they became independent and founded the Republic of Ireland. The Protestants in the north (Northern Ireland) remained a part of the United Kingdom so the name was changed to United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Geography

The UK is made up of two large islands called Great Britain and Ireland and numerous smaller islands (e.g. the Isle of Man, Anglesey or the Orkney Islands). All these islands are called the British Isles. The UK has a land border with only one country- the independent Republic of Ireland (capital Dublin). Great Britain is divided from continental Europe by the ____________________. It is connected with France by the Channel Tunnel, which is the longest underwater channel in the world (38 km under water). Great Britain is surrounded by the sea (____________________ and ____________________ in the west, and ____________________ in the east)

The UK does not have any really high mountains. The most mountainous countries of the UK are ___________________ and Wales. The highest mountain of the UK is ____________________ (1344 m) in the Grampian Mountains in Scotland. The highest mountain of Wales is ____________________ (1085 m) in Snowdonia National Park. No mountain in England is higher than 1 000 m. The most important mountain range in England is the ____________________, often called the backbone of England.

The UK has a lot of lakes. The most famous lake area is in North West England. It is called ____________________ (the largest lake is Windermere). It is a very popular holiday destination and the largest national park in the UK. Another famous lake is ____________________ in Scotland, the home of the legendary Loch ness monster ‘Nessie’. 

The most important and deepest river is ____________________, which flows through London. It’s the longest river in England. It has always been an important trade and transport route. The longest river in all the UK is ____________________. 

Parliamentary democracy

Great Britain (UK) is a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional Monarch as Head of State. What is Parliament?

Parliament is where politicians (MPs) meet to decide laws and make decisions for the United Kingdom. It is not the same as the Government (which runs the country). One of the jobs Parliament does is to check that the Government is running the country properly.

What is the job of Parliament?

The main functions of Parliament are: 

· to pass laws

· to provide, by voting for taxation, the means of carrying on the work of government 

· to scrutinise government policy and administration, including proposals for expenditure 

· to debate the major issues of the day 

Parliament is made up of three parts:

1. The Queen

2. The House of Lords

3. The House of Commons

The Queen

The Queen is the official Head of State. Britain has a constitutional monarchy where the Queen only rules symbolically; in reality, power belongs to Parliament. So, although the Queen 'opens' Parliament each year and laws are passed in her name, the Queen herself plays no part in determining decisions made in Parliament.

The Queen has the final say on whether a bill becomes law. The last Monarch to reject a law that was wanted by both Houses of Parliament was. She died in 1715.

The House of Lords

The House of Lords is made up of people who have inherited family titles and those who have been given titles because of their outstanding work in one field or another. There are 675 members of the Lords. 

The main job of the House of Lords is to 'double check' new laws to make sure they are fair and will work.

The House of Commons

The House of Commons has 659 members who have been elected by local residents to represent an area of the country in Parliament. The members are called MPs (Members of Parliament). Each MP represents one of 659 constituencies (areas) in the UK and is a member of a political party, such as New Labour or the Conservative party.

The Commons is the most important place for discussing policies and making laws. 
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