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Traffic Control
Almost all roads are built with devices intended for traffic control. Most notable for a motorist are those that are designed for direct communication with the driver. In a broad sense, they are divided into three categories: signs, signals and road markings. They help the driver to navigate and assign the right of way at intersections. They indicate compliance with laws such as speed limits and parking rules, report potential hazards, indicate passage and non-passing areas. They also provide information and ensure that traffic is orderly and secure.
200 years ago these devices were signs, rather informal. In the late 19th century, signals began to appear in big cities at a few highly congested intersections. They were manually controlled and consisted of semaphores, flags, or in some cases electric lights, and were modeled on railway signals. In the 20th century the signals were automated, first with electromechanical devices, and later with computers.
In the 20th century, traffic control devices were standardized. Before then every locality decided on what its devices would look like and where they would be applied. In the United States standardization was first adopted at the state level, and at the end of the century at the federal level. Each country has a Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and there are efforts to blend them into a worldwide standard.

Задача 2. Ответьте на вопросы по тексту письменно. 
1. What categories of traffic management exist?
2. What are the functions of traffic control devices?	
3. How were the signals automated in the previous century?
4. What happened to traffic control devices in the 20th century?
5. What document controls traffic in each country?

